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Event Description
Runners of all ages and abilities take part in a running festival on 
the scenic grounds and grassy hills of Maymont. Runners compete 
in different distance races based on their age and desire. High 
school teams compete in separate events that showcase their 
speed and endurance.

Every Runner Receives
Every runner in an open event receives an official race t-shirt (8 Miler 
registrants receive a technical race shirt) and is admitted to a special 
post-race celebration with plenty of free food, drinks, and music.

Entry Fees and Registration
	 Adults	 Youth	 8 Miler
	 (18 & older)	 (Grades 1–12)	 (All Ages)
Through August 31	 $20	 $12	 $30
Sept. 1–21	 $25	 $12	 $35
September 23	 $30	 $15	 $40
Online registration is available until September 21 at 11:59 p.m. 
Walk-up registration will take place on Friday, September 23  
from 3 to 6 p.m. at Maymont. There is no walk-up registration  
on Saturday, September 24.

James River Loop 8 Miler
The 8 Miler trail run starts and finishes on the grounds of Maymont. 
The unique course features the Buttermilk and North trails as they 
loop through the James River Park. The 8 Miler utilizes wave starts 
in order to control volume on the trails, so be sure to indicate your 
predicted time on the registration form. Visit www.sportsbackers.org 
for more information and to register.  All 8 Miler registrants will 
receive a technical race shirt!

High School Teams
All high school teams looking for a top-level meet experience are 
welcome in the Maymont X-Country Festival. Last year’s event 
attracted more than 2,000 high school participants from up and 
down the East Coast. For more information and to register your 
team, visit our website at www.sportsbackers.org. 

Age Groups/Awards
Medals go to the top three finishers, male and female, in the  
Elementary School, Middle School, open 5k, and 8 Miler races and 
to the top three in all age groups, male and female, in the 5k and  
8 Miler. Age groups in the 5k and 8 Miler are: 19 & under, 20–29,  
30–39, 40–49, 50–59, 60 & up.

Packet Pick-Up
T-shirt and packet pick-up for all races will be available at Maymont 
near the Hampton Street entrance on Friday, September 23 from 3 to 6 
p.m. and on Saturday, September 24 beginning at 6 a.m. A photo ID is 
required to pick up your race packet. You may pick up the race packet 
for another pre-registered participant, provided you have a copy of 
their photo ID.

Course Entertainment/Fan Support
Bring your family and friends out to cheer for you during the race.  
In addition, they can check out Maymont, the 100-acre park and  
museum complex, which includes a 33-room mansion, beautiful  
gardens, and hundreds of animals on exhibit in the Wildlife  
Habitats, Children’s Farm, and Nature Center.

Entry Rules and Confirmation
Entry fees are non-refundable and non-transferable. Once we receive 
and process your entry, you will not receive a refund if you cannot 
participate. On-line and mail-in entrants who provide a valid email 
address will receive instant email confirmation. All other entries may 
be confirmed by visiting our website. Please note that pets are not 
allowed on the grounds of Maymont.

Event registrants grant permission to the Sports Backers to use any photographs, motion 
pictures, recordings, or any other record of this event for any legitimate purpose.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Race/Event	 Distance	 Start
Elementary School Boys	 1 mile	 5:30 p.m.
Elementary School Girls	 1 mile	 5:40 p.m.
Open 5k 	 5k	 6:00 p.m.
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Race/Event	 Distance	 Start
8 Miler 	 8 miles	 7:00 a.m.
Middle School Boys	 3k	 9:00 a.m.
Middle School Girls	 3k	 9:15 a.m. 
High School Team Races	 5k	 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

For a map of the 8 Miler course,  

visit www.sportsbackers.org
xcountry@sportsbackers.org

* 8 Milers, please indicate your predicted time (h:mm):

:

8 Miler*

I know that running an off-road trail race is a potentially hazardous activity and is an 
extreme test of a person's physical and emotional limits and carries with it the potential for 
death, serious injury and property loss. I hereby assume the risks of participating in this 
trail run.  I assume all risks associated with participating in this event including, but not 
limited to: deliberately slippery surfaces, falls, contact with other participants, man-made 
and natural obstacles, contact with mud, the effects of the weather, including high heat 
and/or humidity, traffic and the conditions of the race path, all such risks being known and 
appreciated by me.

I acknowledge that if I believe event conditions are unsafe, I will immediately discontinue 
participation in the event.  I fully accept and assume all responsibility for losses, costs, and 
damages I incur as a result of my running this event. I agree to abide by any decision of a 
race official relative to my ability to safely complete the run. Having read this waiver, 
knowing these facts, and in consideration of accepting my entry, I for myself and anyone 
entitled to act on my behalf, discharge, waive, and release the Metropolitan Richmond 
Sports Backers, the City of Richmond, Maymont Foundation, all other sponsors, their 
representatives and successors including the Road Runners Club of America, its officers, 
directors, agents and employees from all claims or liabilities of any kind arising out of my 
participation in this event.
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